Nur der vierdient sich Freiheit wie das Leben,

der täglich sie erobern muss…

or in Russian
Лишь тот достоин жизни и свободы

кто каждый день идет за них на бой…
or in English 

He only earns both freedom and existence
Who must reconquer them each day.

Andrey Dmitrievich Sacharov liked this lines from Goethe’s Faust very much – this is why I am starting with it my congratulations.

 
It is already for whole 10 years your university is bearing the name of this great man. But your university didn’t receive it for ever and for nothing. You have to prove every day that you, students and professors, deserve it, that every one of you is ready, for the honor of bearing this name, must reconquer them each day. 


Sacharov belonged to greatest physicists of our time. One can put him justly in one row with Einstein, Bohr, Oppenheimer. These great scientists and intellectuals had often very special views and opinions on different public issues and they were not afraid to express them openly, to stand for them regardless the consequences. Courage was needed to do so. For understanding reasons Andrey Sacharov needed more courage than his Western colleagues.

For political leaders it is not easy to deal with intellectuals with non-standard thinking and behavior.  

Khruschov got confused when Sakharov required from him to stop the test of the Soviet Super-Bomb. He understood that he is dealing with an unusual man, a man of unusual, crystal purity (I am quoting Khruschov). But the party rules didn’t suggest him what to do with such people. 

At Sakharov readings I showed you a short video fragment with a completely confused Gorbachev trying to stop Sakharov speech at the Supreme Soviet tribune.

For almost 13 years Andrey Dmitrievich is not among us and with us.  We all are missing very much his sharp views and mind. We are also missing his remarkable courage and strength to stand for his views: simply, almost shyly, but always to the very end. 

Would he be still among us, he would certainly have conflicts with Jeltsyn and Putin. Very necessary and very useful conflicts….

I am ending my congratulations with the same I started: for the honor to study and to work at the university bearing Sakharov name you must be ready to reconquer them each day.

It is not easy.  I wish you to have enough strength and enough courage.

František Janouch speech at the ceremony devoted to the 10th anniversary of the International Sakharov Environmental University,  (Minsk Musical Theater, 2002-05-20)

